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Section D.9….Design Considerations for Meeting the needs of the MHSA Housing Program Target Population

Peacock Commons is being rehabilitated to meet both Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards (UFAS) and the accessibility standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  These accessible units will be located on the ground floor of the development.

MHSA eligible residents may qualify to live in some of the accessible units, but they will not be segregated into any one part of the development.  Rather, they will be interspersed throughout the development thus integrating them with community as a whole. As a practical matter, accessible housing is one which enables an individual to do what he or she needs and desires in order to live as independently as possible.

At Peacock Commons the design and feel of the development will be a homelike, non-institutional one.  The project has created smaller units out of larger three bedroom units to allow for more independent living. It has also created multiple public spaces where residents may gather to interact as well as built private counseling rooms for residents who may require individual services on-site.  In addition, Peacock Commons has created small seating areas within the protected interior courtyard of the development that provide social interaction opportunities and reduce an institutional feel.  These multiple public spaces will help balance residents’ needs for privacy and social interaction.
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